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By ANDREW MOODY

China’s new era will prove to 
be of major significance for the 
world, said the former British 
prime minister Tony Blair.

Mr Blair said General 
Secretary Xi Jinping’s report 
to the 19th CPC National 
Congress in October clearly 
d e m o n s t r a t e d  C h i n a ’s 
ambition to occupy a central 
position on the global stage.

“It indicated that China has 
the ambition to go now to the 
next level of development and 
authority, and this is of big 
significance to the world.”

In an interview with China 
Daily, Mr Blair also said the 
China-led Belt and Road 
Initiative will have major 
global implications.

“This is a huge thing for 
China and, by the way, for all 
the countries that are going to 
be impacted by it. I remember 
being at a conference in 
Xinjiang in about 2013 when I 
first heard of it, and I remember 
thinking this is going to be 
really big and really important. 
It has got huge implications 
politically, of course, as well as 
economically.”

M r  B l a i r ,  w h o  w a s 
i n t e r v i e w e d  a t  t h e 
headquarters of the Tony Blair 
Institute for Global Change 
in central London, called on 
Britain and other Western 
countries to embrace the 
initiative.

“I would like to see us work 
out ways in which we can be 
part of this. We should actually 
be understanding. This is 
China exerting the role that 
it will inevitably exert as it 
becomes more powerful.”

Mr Blair also welcomed 
other China moves such as the 
Asia Infrastructure Investment 
Bank, and supported the 

British government’s decision 
to be a founding member 
despite the US refusal to take 
part.

“The problem with the 
Western institutions is that 
they have become hopelessly 
bureaucratic. One of the 
reasons why there are African 
countries who welcome 
Chinese investment is that 
it tends to be much less 
bureaucratic and much swifter 
to be realised.”

Mr Blair said many in the 
West do not comprehend the 
scale of China’s achievements 
since reform and opening-up, 
which has lifted 700 million 
people out of poverty since it 
began 40 years ago.

“It is a really significant 
event. If you were a Western 
student, you would study lots 
of things about the politics 
of the late 20th century. You 
would study the Soviet Union, 
the fall of the Berlin Wall and 
the end of apartheid.

“You wouldn’t probably 
study in the same way the 
opening-up of China, and yet it 
signalled that China was going 
on a new path of engagement 
with the world with the 
opening-up of its economy. The 
results have been staggering.”

Mr Blair also said the quality 
of the political debate in China 
is often now at a deeper level 
than that in the West.

“There is a quality of debate 
in China that takes place at the 
highest levels of the political 
structure that doesn’t happen 
in the same way in the West.”

The former prime minister 
singled out Mr Xi’s report to the 
CPC 19th National Congress, 
which heralded Socialism with 
Chinese Characteristics for a 
New Era, as a prime example.
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Blair talks of effect on 
world of Belt and Road 

Former British prime minister Tony Blair says it is important 
that the West does not turn its back on globalisation. 
NICK J.B. MOORE / FOR CHINA DAILY

By ZHANG ZHIHAO

China has cloned two monkeys 
using the same method that 
created Dolly the sheep in 
Scotland, paving the way for more 
accurate and affordable animal 
testing for new drugs, scientists 
said on Jan 25.

Zhong Zhong and Hua Hua, the 
primates, were created using the 
nuclear transfer of somatic cells, an 
organism’s nonreproductive cells, 
at the Chinese Academy of Sciences’ 
Institute of Neurosciences.

The pair, both born late last 
year, are being bottle-fed and are 
growing normally. 

Somatic cell nuclear transfer is 
the technique used by scientists 
in 1996 to create Dolly in 
Scotland. After the sheep was 
born, researchers cloned 23 
mammal species, including cattle, 
cats, deer, dogs, horses, mules, 
oxen, rabbits and rats, according 
to an article published in Cell, an 
international science journal.

“Cloning monkeys using 
somatic cells has been a world-
class challenge because it is a 
primate that shares its genetic 
makeup — therefore all of its 
complexity — with humans,” 
said Pu Muming, director of 
the neuroscience institute in 
Shanghai.

“For drug and other laboratory 
tests, scientists have to buy 
monkeys from all over the 
world, which is costly, bad for 
the environment and produces 
inaccurate results because each 
monkey might have different 
genes.

“By cloning monkeys using 

somatic cells, we can mass-
cultivate a large number of 
genetically identical offspring in 
a short amount of time, and we 
can even change their genes to 
suit our needs,” he said. “This can 
save time, cut down experiment 
costs and produce more accurate 
results, leading to more effective 
medicine.”

Sun Qiang, the director of the 
nonhuman primate research 
facility at the institute, said most 
of the drug trials are now done on 
laboratory mice. 

However, drugs that work on 
mice may not work or may even 

have severe negative side-effects 
on humans because the two 
species are so different.

“Monkeys and humans are 
both primates, so they are much 
more closely related and testing 
on monkeys is supposed to be as 
effective as testing on humans,” 
Dr Sun said. This is especially 
useful in testing drugs for neural 
diseases such as Parkinson’s 
disease, metabolic and immune 
system disease and tumors, he 
said.

“This achievement will help 
China lead world research on 
international science projects 
related to neural mapping of 
primate brains.”

However, biology laboratories 
in the United States, Japan and 
European countries are also 
capable, and they will quickly 
catch up with China after the 
monkey cloning technology has 
been made public, he said.

So far, the success rate of 
developing a healthy cloned 
embryo is extremely low. “This 
means we have to innovate 
continuously and work extra hard 
this year to stay ahead,” Dr Sun 
said.

However,  crit ics say the 
technology used to clone monkeys 
has opened the door to copying 
humans.

While the technical barrier 
of cloning humans has indeed 
been broken, “the reason we 
break this barrier is to produce 
animal models that are helpful 
for medical research and human 
health”, said Dr Pu, of the institute. 
“There is no intention to apply this 
method to humans.”

MONKEYS CLONED FOR DRUG RESEARCH 

It is feeding time for the two cloned monkeys, Zhong Zhong and 
Hua Hua, at the nonhuman primate research facility at the Chinese 
Academy of Sciences’ Institute of Neurosciences in Suzhou, Jiangsu 
province, on Jan 22. JIN LIWANG / XINHUA
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Zhong Zhong and Hua Hua, the world’s first cloned monkeys using somatic cells, play in their chamber at the 
Chinese Academy of Sciences’ Institute of Neurosciences. PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

British Prime Minister 
Theresa May’s visit to 
China, which concluded 
on Feb 2, will strengthen 

trade and investment ties with 
China, and make the latter a vital 
market for the United Kingdom 
after it leaves the European Union, 
experts said. 

Mrs May led a delegation of about 
50 business leaders from the UK, 
including Standard Chartered Bank 
and HSBC, and concluded deals 
worth about £9 billion in fields such 
as finance, innovation, agriculture 
and technology, China’s Ministry of 
Commerce said on Feb 1. 

In addition, other agreements 
were signed to further people-to-
people exchanges, and in education, 
healthcare and tourism. 

The outcome proved what Mrs 
May said ahead of her trip: “There 
are huge trade opportunities in 
China that we want to help British 
businesses take advantage of.” 

Indeed, with uncertainties arising 
before the UK finally reaches 
a deal with the EU to leave the 

bloc, Mrs May’s trip to China can 
be considered a move to hedge 
risks brought by the uncertainties, 
said Gao Jian, deputy director of 
the Centre for British Studies at 
Shanghai International Studies 
University. 

In recent years, the two 
countries have had unprecedented 
exchanges in the financial sector, 
infrastructure, education, culture 
and other fields, said Prof Gao. The 
importance of the Chinese market 
are reflected in the double-digit 
growth of British exports to China 
last year. 

Since 2010, British exports to 
China rose 60 per cent and China 
is expected to be one of the UK’s 
biggest sources of direct foreign 
investments by 2020.

Working with the UK also 
benefits China. In the past two 
years, London’s role as a centre for 
offshore renminbi businesses has 
been strengthened. The UK needs 
to hedge the negative impact of 
leaving the EU on London’s status 
as a global financial centre, while 

China is further opening up its 
financial sector to other countries, 
Prof Gao said. 

Following meetings with 
President Xi Jinping, Premier 
Li Keqiang, and Zhang Dejiang, 
chairman of the Standing 
Committee of the National People’s 
Congress in Beijing, she flew to 
Shanghai on Feb 1 to meet with 
leading Chinese businesspeople, 
including Alibaba founder Jack Ma. 

Chen Fengying, a senior 
r e searcher  on  the  wor ld 
economy at the China Institute 
of Contemporary International 
Relations, regarded Mrs May’s trip 
as a vital step to make ties with 
China stronger in a “Golden Era” 
of bilateral relations. 

China and Britain are committed 
to building a global strategic 
partnership in a “Golden Era”, as 
proposed by President Xi during 
his state visit to the UK in 2015. Ms 
Chen said Mrs May’s trip confirmed 
her predecessor David Cameron’s 
vision of the “Golden Era”.

T he  two  count r i e s  can 

promote ties in the financial and 
manufacturing sectors. The size of 
Britain’s manufacturing is not as 
large as China’s, but it possesses 
advanced technologies such as auto-
making, Ms Chen said. 

Meanwhile, London is a crucial 
offshore renminbi hub and its 
stable market is beneficial for the 
renminbi going global, she said, 
adding that the financial sector is 
a key area for bilateral trade and 
investment. “London’s goal of 
continuing to be a global financial 
centre cannot be achieved if it 
cannot keep the offshore renminbi 
business,” she said. 

On Jan 31, Premier Li said China 
would like to enhance co-operation 
with the UK in the financial 
sector and will review and start 
preparation of a Shanghai-London 
stock connect. Experts said the 
connection will bring more direct 
investment in both countries.

On the same day, Standard 
Chartered Bank (China) received a 
lead underwriting licence for non-
financial corporate Panda bonds, 

becoming the second foreign bank 
to do so following the HSBC Group. 
The move will help boost financial 
co-operation and China will 
encourage enterprises from both 
countries to expand investments 
that will raise the value and improve 
quality of bilateral trade, the 
premier said. 

A Panda bond is a renminbi-
denominated bond issued in 
the Chinese mainland by foreign 
incorporated issuers. 

“This will enable Standard 
Char tered  to  make  more 
contributions to the China interbank 
bond market by further promoting 
diversification of both the issuers 
and investors, standardisation of 
transaction structure and healthy 
development of this critical market,” 
Jerry Zhang, chief executive officer 
of Standard Chartered China, said. 

The British bank also signed a 
memorandum of understanding 
with the China Development Bank 
to grant loan credit of 10 billion 
yuan (£1.12 billion) for Belt and 
Road projects.

Eye on China post-Brexit
May’s visit to boost ties with Beijing after Britain leaves EU.  Hu Yongqi reports

British Prime Minister Theresa May and her husband Philip visit the Forbidden City, also known as the Palace Museum, in Beijing, on Feb 1. JIN LIANGKUAI / XINHUA


