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From left: Xiao Han explains the layout of Yikoudao village using a scale model installed in his office; Deng Zaiquan, a villager who plans to relocate to downtown Tongren, makes chicha, a type of Chinese liquor, with
his wife; Zhu Aiyong and his wife clean their roast fish restaurant, which the couple opened in Tongren after relocating from Yikoudao. PHOTOS BY YANG JUN / CHINA DAILY

A Positive Move for Upwardly Mobile

Y

ikoudao’s villagers sing
a traditional song about
leaving for the nearest
settlement at sunrise and
arriving at sunset.
The song survives, but its lyrics no
longer apply.
Yikoudao’s name means machete,
reflecting the shape of the sheer karst
cliff beneath the settlement in Yanhe
Tujia autonomous county, Guizhou
province.
The village’s limestone “blade” cuts
up to 3,840 feet at its apex.
Until recently, transport in Guizhou
was less a challenge of distances than
of heights.
Stone soars to slice the province
into pieces, long standing in the way
of progress.
But a photo collage on the wall of
Yang Cuihong’s apartment in the city
of Tongren, about 150 miles away, and
to which she has relocated, serves
as a portrait of how her life has been
transformed since she left Yikoudao
in June.
One picture shows the 37-year-old’s
family in front of the home they left.
Another shows her family and
other farmers hiking over earthen
roads with sacks of belongings slung
over their shoulders as they trekked
to their new, modern dwellings in
Tongren.
Another shows her family smiling
on the couch above which the collage
now hangs.
Yang is one of 913 people who have
relocated to Tongren from one of the
poorest villages in one of China’s
poorest provinces.
The government has provided
villagers from two local counties with
free apartments — about 24 square
yards per occupant — including
furniture and appliances. It also offers
vocational training to enable farmers
to work in skilled trades.
Yang was paid 1,500 yuan ($230)
a month as a cleaner after arriving
in the city in the summer. The
government later helped her find a
new job doing quality control for a
local tobacco company that pays
2,000 yuan a month as a base salary
and performance-based bonuses.
“We had hardly anything to spend

Villagers in one of China’s poorest provinces are finding fortune
in the city. Gao Anming, Erik Nilsson and Yang Wanli report

Xiao Han (fourth from left), a senior official, chats with Deng Zaifa (fourth from right), a resident of Yikoudao village, and other
representatives about the local government’s efforts to relocate residents to urbanized areas.

in Yikoudao,” Yang said. “It was really
hard to make money from farming,
and we earned just enough to survive.”
So she and her husband alternately
worked in other places or stayed to
look after their three children.
Yang attended primary school
for only two years. She can read but
“can’t really write,” she said.
Her husband returns from working
in Zhejiang province once a year,
usually for Spring Festival.
Her daughter Zhu Hailu, 17, has
adjusted well since the relocation,
Yang said.
“Her classmates and teachers like
her. It was difficult to understand the
other kids’ accents at first, she said,
but young people learn fast. She
had no problem making friends. She
would come home right after school
in the first few months. But now she
stays out shopping with the other
girls.”
Zhu is a year behind in school

because she grew up in the village.
“Usually, 17-year-olds are secondyear students, but she’s in her first
year,” Yang said. It took an hour to
reach the school from their home.
“The path was dangerous,” Yang
said.
In two years, Zhu will take
the national college entrance
examination and hopes eventually to
become a public servant.
Yang said she appreciates what
moving to a city has given her.
“Our home was far from the village
center, and if we got sick we had to go
to a small hospital that was an hour
away. If you were too sick to walk, a
relative or a neighbor had to carry
you.”
She is grateful for amenities such
as running water in the home, she
said.
“In the village we used to wash once
a week using a bucket.”
An elderly relative took a while to

get used to flushing toilets, she said.
Residents agree that relocation
offers a better life, but it also presents
challenges.
As part of poverty-alleviation
programs, local government officials
are helping the relocated villagers to
adapt to city life.
“It was initially hard to persuade
people to move downtown
because they’d lived in the village
for generations,” said Xiao Han, a
government official in Tongren.
“They had concerns about living in
the city.”
So village chiefs visited the eldest
member of every household to
persuade them to relocate, he said.
“Cremation is also a point of
contention,” he said. “Many villagers
prefer to be buried in hillside tombs
alongside their relatives. They fear
cremation in cities.”
Government officials also help the
migrants deal with issues such as
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Michael Power, strategist for
Investec Asset Management
based in Cape Town, South
Africa, expects China to be able
to achieve an average of 6%
growth up to 2030, putting it on
course to be the world’s largest
economy.
“This is a distinct possibility.
I expect it to be higher in the
shorter term and lower in the
longer term,” he said.
He believes the strength
of China’s economy remains
important for commodities on
which many African economies
still depend, and he expects
them to continue their recovery
in 2018.
Power said that as China
enters a new era, it is seen as
a development role model by a
number of African countries.
This year is important for China
in that it is the 40th anniversary
of the launch of reform and
opening-up in 1978.
China’s opening up to the
outside world is seen by those
close to China as one of the
momentous events in world
history, eventually delivering 700
million people out of poverty.
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Zoo opens with VR magic
Visitors are able to see prehistoric
creatures of any zoo in the world by
using the virtual reality equipment of
a special VR zoo recently completed
in Guangzhou, Guangdong province.
The zoo, created by Time Network,
a local high-tech firm that boasts
scientists from the United States and
Britain, as well as developers, started
operations on Jan. 1.
Cities on list of best startup places
Beijing took the second spot last
year on the SparkLabs Group list of top
10 startup ecosystems in the world.
The group, a network of accelerators
and venture capital funds, takes
eight metrics into account for the
ranking: funding ecosystem and exits,
engineering talent, active mentoring,
etc.
Beijing rose from eighth place in
2016 to tie with Tel Aviv, Israel, thanks
to the growth in so-called unicorns
from nine to 25 and the capital’s
increasing talent in areas such as
artificial intelligence. Shanghai
entered the list for the first time and
was ranked seventh.
Aircraft set for certification tests
The homegrown narrow-body
jet the C919 will enter the phase of
obtaining airworthiness certification
in the country this year after achieving
a number of milestones over the past
year, including the successful flights
of two test aircraft, among the six
planned in total. The aircraft is also
an example of how China will further

language. Relocated residents from
different settlements often do not
understand each other well, and the
government organizes events such
as dragon boat races and singing
competitions to build a shared sense
of community.
The government is considering
a plan to provide gardens in which
residents can grow crops so they do
not feel entirely uprooted from their
agrarian identities.
Livelihood challenges persist
despite government efforts, said Zhu
Yongxue, who has served as head of
Yikoudao for nearly 30 years.
“Finding a job in Tongren is still hard.
It’s a city, but a small one. Industry
is still developing, and people from
villages are adjusting. There are a lot
of new rules for them to follow.”
Many relocated children are still
getting used to advanced schools.
Some struggle, especially in subjects
such as English.
Still, Zhu, 55, and his colleagues
have persuaded most middle-aged
people to move.
“I’m still young in the village.
Everyone aged 20 to 40 has left.”
Tongren’s government offers
at least one job opportunity to
every household and relatively well
educated residents help farmers
adjust to relocation.
Zhu Aiyong, 37, a native of Yikoudao,
said relocating to Tongren offers a
better future for his children — he
has four daughters and his wife is
expecting another child — than
working outside Guizhou.
He returned from the wealthier
province of Jiangsu when he learned
of the project.
Working away from home has
expanded his world view, he said.
“Villagers just wake up and farm. All
of life is agriculture. They don’t know
anything else.”
Two of his daughters, aged 5 and
13, are in Tongren, but two others are
still in the village in the care of their
grandparents.
“I hope to bring them to the city. I
want them to have a better education
than I had. I hope they will have a
better life and enjoy opportunities
I’ve never dreamed of.”

Beauty and beast
A robot named Youyou dances as musicians perform a new year
concert with a field of begonias a colorful audience in Guangzhou,
Guangdong province, on December 27. LIU DAWEI / XINHUA
its supply-side structural reform,
promote innovation, cut overcapacity
and foster new growth drivers.
A craft master, any way you cut it
Chinese paper-cutting, which is
on the UNESCO Intangible Cultural
Heritage List, remains popular,
especially for events such as Chinese
New Year. Cao Jialian’s livestream
of paper-cutting techniques has
become popular on the internet, with
more than 500,000 tuning in. Cao,
70, of Fusong county, Jilin province,
began studying paper-cutting when
she was 5, learning from her father.
“I want more people to learn the art
and hope it will be passed on from
generation to generation,” she said.

5G norms to be promoted abroad
China will promote the application
and implementation of national
standards including those for 5G
and smart cities in economies
along the Belt and Road routes,
under an action plan adopted by
the Standardization Administration
of China. Under the plan China will
work more closely with others on
infrastructure standardization and
support interconnection network
construction from 2018 to 2020.
Between now and 2020, China says it
will constantly enhance compatibility
of its standards with international
standards and standards of other
countries.
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