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Chang Fumao (left) and Zhang Yu, members of the Palace Museum’s dog patrol squad, train a guard dog at 
the museum in Beijing on a day when it was closed to the public.  WANG KAIHAO / CHINA DAILY
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Wi t h  t h e  Ye a r 
o f  t h e  D o g 
approaching, on 
a recent Monday 

at the Palace Museum in Beijing it 
seemed to already be here.

However, a chorus of 23 barking 
dogs that erupted as a stranger 
stepped into the museum’s kennel 
did not sound like a Lunar New Year 
celebration or a warm welcome. 
These dogs help guard a huge hoard 
of national treasures every night.

The museum, the country’s 
imperial palace from 1421 until the 
fall of the Chinese monarchy in 
1911, houses as many as 1.86 million 
cultural relics. The collection of 
this single museum accounts for 
42 per cent of the whole country’s 
registered national-level precious 
cultural relics.

Chang Fumao, 59, heads the five-
person canine patrol squad. His 
office, also his bedroom, is hidden 
near the western gate of the palace 
complex. Before nightfall visitors 
and the rest of the museum staff 
leave. Mr Chang and his colleagues 
are most familiar with the shadowy 
face of the ancient complex, where 
they are on duty from dusk to dawn.

Mr Chang started work helping 
monitor the museum when he 
was 20. In the 1980s the human 

guards had the help of only sound 
detectors in the exhibition halls. 
When something abnormal was 
heard they would rush to the scene 
in case there was a burglar.

“Sometimes I felt terrified 
checking the empty and dark 
palaces alone,” Mr Chang said. 
“There are many folk legends 
about supernatural phenomena, 
like ghosts, in the Forbidden City 
at night.”

A guard dog was a welcome 
addition. A German shepherd 
named Tiger became his friend for 
night patrol.

“I’ve loved raising dogs since I 
was very young,” he said. “Tiger also 
gave me courage at first.”

But there was a ban on large dogs 
in downtown Beijing at that time, 
and the museum was no exception. 
Tiger was sent to the countryside.

Shortly after that, a burglar 
sneaked into the palace.

“My colleagues were very close 
to catching the burglar,” Mr Chang 
said. “They watched him climb over 
the wall.”

Mr Chang suggested organising a 
canine patrol squad at the museum 
and, in 1987, dogs came back.

Mr Chang became not only a 
dog trainer but also headmaster 
of a puppy care centre. He chose 

four-month-old puppies, most 
selected from the countryside or 
police stations, and began to train 
his young wards.

“That’s how you can find each 
dog’s talent,” he said. “Some are 
particularly good at fetching a ball 
from a long distance. That means 
they are good at tracking. Some 
have the keenest sense of smell, and 

some of the more energetic ones 
like biting things.”

When each dog is a year old it 
is given a tailored training course. 
Most start their career as guard 
dogs after three months’ intense 
training.

“Chasing and biting abilities 
are among the most valued 
characteristics of the dogs because 

they learn that the burglar is the top 
enemy,” Mr Chang said.

At 4:30 am Mr Chang rises to give 
the dogs their morning practice. 
The entire Forbidden City is their 
training ground. They must finish 
before 7 am, when some other 
museum employees start work.

After 5:30 pm, when the palace 
gates are closed, more training 

begins as the dogs warm up for 
their night-time shifts. It is a 
separate world that many museum 
employees, let alone visitors, do not 
realise exists.

The Forbidden City is the world’s 
most visited museum — it had 
about 16.7 million visits last year 
— and it is not always easy to make 
sure everyone obeys the rules. 
The museum also is immense, at 
860,000 sq yd.

The dogs occasionally find people 
who have hidden in the museum 
at night, but the rule-breakers are 
generally released without charge 
if they have not stolen or broken 
anything.

“If I caught a burglar, I would 
become really well-known,” Mr 
Chang said. “However, at least we 
have prevented potential accidents 
and saved national treasures from 
being damaged. That’s the most 
important thing, right?”

In 2011, in the museum’s most 
recent theft, a burglar stole seven 
pieces of historic treasure from a 
temporary jewellery exhibition. He 
was later caught and all the lost 
items were recovered. Now a guard 
dog is assigned to every courtyard 
with a temporary exhibition to keep 
an even closer eye on exhibits.

The museum also has a video 

surveillance system that leaves no 
angles unseen, said Shan Jixiang, 
the museum’s director.

“We now have a comprehensive 
security system combining people, 
dogs and machines. We have 
chubby cats all over the palace but 
dogs are the unseen animal heroes.”

Mr Chang praised the dogs 
as well. “People get sleepy, and 
machines sometimes malfunction. 
But the dogs are alert even when 
they are sleeping. They are the most 
reliable line of defence.”

When and where patrols pass 
remain top-secret.

Guard dogs for the former 
imperial palace retire when they 
are 7, when it is possible they may 
be “unable to catch up with a young 
person in their 20s at full speed”, 
Mr Chang said. They spend their 
last years at the museum, and a few 
now among the group are retirees.

Mr Chang will retire next year, 
and worries that few young people 
will be willing to take his place, but 
the other four humans in the squad 
are younger than Mr Chang.

“This job is about being bitten. It’s 
common in training to get hurt by 
mistake. I cannot remember how 
many rabies vaccines I’ve had. But 
I love dogs and have raised dogs all 
my life, which is good enough.”

Guards have uncanny speed and vicious bite 
Dogs and their human handlers help keep the nation’s treasures safe. Wang Kaihao reports

By WANG MINGJIE

A Chinese bus manufacturer and 
its British partner recently unveiled 
their new zero-emissions all-electric 
vehicle that they hope will reduce 
pollution in Britain and beyond.

Yutong, the number one bus 
brand in China, in partnership 
with Pelican Engineering Group 
of Wakefield, revealed the 35-ft E10 
city bus in Leeds.

Designed specifically for Britain, 
the E10 is the first electric bus in 
the 33-ft (10 metre) range and uses 
the same single electric motor 
drivetrain as the 60,000 Yutong 
electric buses already in service 
around the world in many different 
operating conditions and locations.

Speaking at the launch, Jin 
Xu, minister counsellor of the 
economic and commercial office 
at the Chinese embassy in London, 
said: “The launch of the new E10 
bus has demonstrated the great 
capabilities of Chinese technology 
and the ‘Made in China’ brand in 
tapping into the British market.

“It is a successful example of 
Chinese businesses embracing the 
going global strategy.”

Chinese clean energy vehicle 
manufacturers have won favour 
with European customers in 
recent years thanks to advanced 
technology, reliability and 
competitive prices.

Yutong, which has been the 
biggest bus and coach maker in 
the world for the past seven years, 

entered Britain in 2013, with 
Pelican as its importer and dealer.

In less than four years the 
company has delivered more than 
300 buses and coaches, making it 
one of the top five suppliers in the 
country.

Chang Hao, Yutong’s deputy 
general manager of international 
business, said: “The E10 model was 
developed based on local needs 
around the specification and user 

experience. It will give us a strong 
foothold to compete in the UK 
market. Many bus operators in 
London and other major English 
cities have already booked to try the 
new vehicle.”

Richard Crump, managing 
director of Pelican, said: “It has 
been a pleasant journey to work 
together with Yutong, and we have 
full trust in its capabilities and 
designs.

“We have had one vehicle on 
the road in the UK for 12 months, 
which has had zero mechanical 
issues. That’s because of Yutong’s 
technology and its experience in 
this market.”

The Pelican Engineering Group, 
which sells trucks and coaches as 
well as spare parts, will celebrate its 
100th anniversary next year.

Mr Crump said that, as the 
British are keen on green-energy 
buses as a fresh means of transport, 
he is confident of selling 50 electric 
buses over the next 12 months, 
with most of them probably going 
to London.

Documentary traces B&R
The launch ceremony of the 

documentary The Belt and Road 
— Another Journey to the West was 
held in Beijing last month. Zhang 
Jinlai, the actor who played the 
iconic character Monkey King, is 
the chief director. It will feature 
the beautiful scenery and historic 
sites along monk Xuanzang’s 
historic route from Xi’an, Shaanxi 
province, to India. 

Bridge marathon in March
The Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macao 

Bridge Marathon will be held on 
March 18. About 10,000 people are 
expected to take part. The 34-mile 
bridge, 20 times the length of San 
Francisco’s Golden Gate Bridge, 
connects Hong Kong in the east 
of the Pearl River Estuary with 
Macao and Zhuhai in the west. 
Being built since 2009, the bridge 
will open soon.

Mangrove museum to be built 
A mangrove museum will be 

built in Shenzhen, Guangdong 
province. Covering 665,200 sq ft, 
it is expected to receive about 2 
million visitors annually. It will be 
a world-class mangrove education 
and research centre, and will 
showcase China’s achievements in 
protecting and studying the plants. 

Controls on air pollution
Celebrating the constant blue 

skies this winter, Beijing will 
move forwards with a new phase 
of its environmental campaign of 
mixed controls on air pollution. 
Last year in Beijing the air quality 
greatly improved, the average 
concentration of PM2.5 being 35.6 
per cent lower than the 2013 level, 
reaching the reduction target 
set by the State Council, China’s 
cabinet.

Chinese want less, share more
The modern Chinese consumer 

is healthier and less materialistic 
than ever before, according to 
research from market analysts 
in Britain. Alison Angus, head 
of lifestyles at the London-
based market research company 
Euromonitor,  said young 
Chinese people are committed to 
expanding the sharing economy 
and are more eager to spend 
money on experiences, rather 
than possessions.

MasterChef head for China
MasterChef, initially run by the 

BBC in the early 1990s, has grown 
in popularity across the world. 
Endemol Shine has appointed 
Brands United to represent the 
MasterChef brand in China. The 
new partnership will aim to build 
brand awareness in the local 
market through merchandise and 
promotional efforts.   

Another cup, please
Southwest China’s Chongqing 

has become the largest coffee 
trade hub in China, as its volume 
of coffee trade by the end of last 
year exceeded the amount in 
Shanghai and Yunnan province. 

Chongqing Coffee Exchange said 
that the volume of trade from 
June 2016, when the trade centre 
was established, to the end of 2017 
in Chongqing hit 13 billion yuan.

Train boosts ties with Europe
The China-Europe express 

freight train has more than 
doubled the number of trips it 
made in 2016 and has played an 
important role in boosting trade 
ties between the two sides. It made 
3,673 trips last yar, exceeding the 
total in the previous six years. 
The service, initiated in 2011, is 
expected to rise to annual 5,000 
trips in 2020.

Branching out in London
Shanghai Pudong Development 

Bank has expanded into London, 
riding a wave of increasing China-
Britain financial ties, thanks to 
the bilateral relations’ “golden 
era” and high complementarity 
between the financial hubs of 
Shanghai and London. The bank 
established a representative office 
in London in 2013. Its London 
branch is the bank’s first outside 
of the Asia-Pacific region.

Sino-British electric bus unveiled 

A night to enjoy, with New Year in the wings

On Jan 27, with the Chinese Lunar New Year less than three weeks away, on Feb 16, young women enjoy a lantern show in Ditan Park, 
Beijing. CHEN XIAOGEN / XINHUA

The new E10 bus is ready for service. PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

Guideline for water towns
Suzhou has issued a water town protection and conservation 

guideline in support of a joint application by 14 Chinese water 
towns in the lower reaches of the Yangtze River to become a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site. The application, first made in 
2001 by six water towns in Jiangsu and Zhejiang provinces 
including Zhouzhuang, Tongli and Wuzhen, has now expanded 
to include 14 water towns. Pictured is a man rowing a boat on a 
river in Wuzhen last year. LIANG ZHEN / FOR CHINA DAILY


