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Big year to mark 40 of the best
China will ensure the success of a slew 

of international events it will host this year 
to boost opening-up and development, 
which is the trend of this era, Foreign 
Minister Wang Yi said on Jan. 30.

This year, China will host the Boao 
Forum for Asia, Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization summit, the leaders’ 
summit of the Forum on China-Africa 
Cooperation and the China International 
Import Expo.

Wang said that this year, the 40th 
anniversary of the start of China’s reform 

and opening-up, it has become clear 
that the past four decades have followed 
“an indispensable path for achieving 
development and prosperity.”

Eye in the sky begins its watch
China’s first space-based X-ray 

observatory, the Hard X-ray Modulation 
Telescope, started formal operations 
on Jan. 30 after more than seven 
months of an in-orbit trial run.

The telescope’s operation will enable 
scientists around the globe to better 
study the activities of black holes 

and neutron stars as well as X-ray 
radiation. The satellite’s devices will 
also allow engineers to explore ways 
of using pulsars as benchmarks for a 
new generation of space navigation 
technology to possibly be used on 
future spacecraft,according to a 
statement by the China National Space 
Administration.

Scientists help obtain Antarctic data
Scientists on the icebreaker Xuelong 

have obtained, for the first time, 
seabed topographic data of Antarctic 
waters after a full exploration, the Polar 
Research Institute of China said on Jan. 
30. They have also acquired important 
data on oceanic gravity and magnetic 
forces during an ongoing expedition, 
China’s 34th national scientific 
expedition to the Antarctic, which 
started on Nov. 8 and is scheduled to 
be back in Shanghai in mid-April.

End to smartphone growth trend
The growth momentum of the 

world’s largest smartphone market 
has come to an end, with China’s 
smartphone shipments su� ering a 4 
percent decline year-on-year in 2017, 
marking the country’s fi rst-ever annual 
decline in the fi eld.

According to research fi rm Canalys, 
shipments dropped to 459 million 
handsets last year, a decline that it 
noted was “faster than expected.” 
Experts said the fall was partly due 
to one of the country’s worst year-
on-year performances in the fourth 
quarter, with shipments plummeting 

by over 14 percent to fewer than 113 
million smartphones.

Anti-monopoly law to be tightened
China will strengthen anti-monopoly 

law enforcement and tackle price 
collusion in key areas affecting 
people’s livelihood and treat domestic 
and foreign companies on an equal 
footing, according to the nation’s top 
pricing regulator.

Some of the key industries include 
natural gas, pharmaceuticals, intellectual 
property and automobile manufacturing, 
where price-fi xing behavior often exert 
wide influence on people’s daily lives, 
according to the Price Supervision and 
Anti-Monopoly Bureau with the National 
Development and Reform Commission. 
Other sectors include high-tech 
industries such as the manufacturing of 
storage chips for mobile phones. 

Joint action against relic-tra�  cking 
China will strengthen intelligence-

sharing and joint-investigation 
cooperation with other countries to 
fight rampant cross-border trafficking 
of cultural relics, a senior o�  cial from the 
Ministry of Public Security said.

Law enforcement agencies from China 
and other nations, including European 
and some Southeast Asian countries 
and the United States, will work together 
to smash major transnational cultural 
heritage trafficking rings, said Chen 
Shiqu, deputy director of the ministry’s 
Criminal Investigation Bureau.
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A night to joy, with New Year in the wings
On Jan. 27, with the Chinese New Year less than three weeks away, on 
Feb. 16, young women enjoy a lanterns show in Ditan Park, Beijing.
CHEN XIAOGEN / XINHUA

T
h e  p i c t u r e  o f  a 
book cover with a 
giant panda on it is 
the main visual on 
the  homepage of 
JD’s global online 

shopping platform joybuy.com. 
The book, Story of Giant Panda, 
is by the so-called panda writer 
Tan Kai, and tells stories through 
the eyes of a mother panda and 
her baby.

The work is from the That’s 
China series, created by China 
Intercontinental Press and its 
partners to promote Chinese 
culture, literature and children’s 
books abroad.

From Jan. 8 until mid-February 
the website offered 600 titles in 
English — new publications and 
former bestsellers — at discounted 
prices with free shipping.

J i n g  X i a o m i n  o f  C h i n a 
Intercontinental Press said: 
“Through this sale we wanted 
to give readers ways to discover 
China, understand traditional 
culture and gain travel tips. Selling 
China-themed books is not easy, 
so this was our attempt to boost 
the market.”

China Intercontinental Press 
is one of 38 members of China 
Book International, a project 
that provides translation and 
marketing support to publishers 
to venture abroad.

Typically, publishers explore 
di� erent paths to enter the global 
market, including joint companies 
or running joint editing teams.

By 2016 China Book International 
had backed 2,676 agreements 
with 603 overseas publishers 
in 71 countries, to publish 2,973 
titles that were translated into 47 
languages.

Thanks to Liu Cixin’s success 
overseas with the Three Body
tr i logy — he won his  s ixth 
international award in Spain 
in November — more Chinese 
science fiction works are to 
be published abroad, China 
Educational Publications Import 
& Export Corp. said.

In November Foreign Language 
Press published Chinese and 
English versions of Xi Jinping: The 
Governance of China Volume II. 
The book can also be bought on 
Amazon.

The new volume includes 99 
of President Xi’s speeches, talks, 
interviews, instructions and 
correspondence in 17 chapters, 
along with 29 photographs, 
covering three years from August 
2014 to September 2017. The 
combined global circulation of 

WORDS TAKE WING 
Chinese publishers are fi nding innovative ways to take the written 

word overseas — from discounts on buying books online to 
translating web novels into English. Mei Jia reports
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News digest

The homepage of a global online shopping site showcases best-selling Chinese titles in 
English.  PHOTOS PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

China Intercontinental Press and its partners are promoting Chinese culture and literature 
abroad. Most well-received titles are works by contemporary writers, poets, writers of 
classics and children’s books.

Shanghai 
installs 3-D 
printed bus 
shelters 
By HE WEI

Shanghai has installed a set of 3-D 
printed bus shelters, believed to be 
the world’s fi rst, to serve a bus route 
in suburban Jinshan district.

The shelters, built by a Shanghai 
company, feature a closed-loop 
design that looks like a rectangular 
frame, and which is 5.6 yards long, 1.6 
yards wide and 2.9 yards high. Placed 
along a country road in Fengjing 
town, the futuristic structures that 
come with original ink marks left 
on the surfaces, are believed to be 
the world’s first produced by 3-D 
printers, says 3ders.org, a global news 
organization dedicated to providing 
the latest news, trends and analysis 
in the 3-D printing industry.

“All the printing materials are from 
recycled and classified industrial 
waste or tailings,” said Wang Aijuan, 
who is responsible for the 3-D bus 
stop project at WinSun Construction 
Technologies. “The printing process 
is environmentally friendly, because 
such new technology does not 
produce additional waste.”

The company, which has been 
working on the development of 
3-D printing technology for the 
construction industry and related 
products for more than a decade, says 
3-D printing technology can save up to 
60 percent of building materials and 
50 to 80 percent of manpower, which 
greatly improves work e�  ciency and 
helps reduce costs.

“Normally it takes several days to 
build a bus stop, and tra�  c is blocked 
during the construction,” Wang said. 
“However, it takes no more than an 
hour to set up a 3-D bus stop at the 
side of the road, after printing and 
transport.

“In addition, the 3-D printed 
structures are five times stronger 
than those built in traditional ways,” 
Wang said.

The 3-D bus stop project has 
been launched as a pilot program 
to demonstrate the practicality of 
this application for the potential 3-D 
printing of future bus shelters, Wang 
said. The company plans to promote 
the idea nationally and even globally, 
incorporating more functionality 
into the bus shelters, such as chairs, 
garbage cans and a small table.

Many industries and fields in 
China have embraced 3-D printing 
technology for its high efficiency 
and ecological benefits. The value 
of output from the country’s 3-D 
printing industry is expected to reach 
$7.68 billion, or one-third of the global 
market, by 2020, the China Industry 
Information Institute says.

the two versions of the book had 
exceeded 10 million by Jan. 12, 
China International Publishing 
Group said.

As Chinese works make their 
mark abroad, this is having an 
impact on the domestic publishing 
scene. In 2012 the ratio of total 
titles bought into China compared 
with the number sent overseas 
was 1.88 to 1, and in 2016 it was 
1.55 to 1, China Book International 
said.

Chinese publishers are also 
going abroad more often now. In 
2016, they went to more than 40 
international book fairs, compared 
with about 20 in 2012.

Official data also show that 
in 2016 China bought 17,252 
copyrights for print books and 
electronic products from abroad, 
while selling 11,133. It’s top trading 
partners were the United States, 
Britain and Germany.

Nicky Harman and Helen 
Wang of the Paper Republic, a 
website that serves translators 
and introduces Chinese writers to 
the English-speaking world, say 
that last year most Chinese works 
published in English were works 
by contemporary writers, poets, 
writers of classics and children’s 
books.

This information was put out in a 
list issued by the website, its sixth 
annual edition.

Among the works featured in the 
list are Jia Pingwa’s The Lantern 
Bearer, translated by Carlos Rojas; 
Lu Nei’s A Tree Grows in Daicheng, 
translated by Poppy Toland; 
Bei Dao’s City Gate, Open Up: 
A Memoir, translated by Jeffrey 
Yang; Ming Dynasty (1368-1644) 
author Luo Guanzhong’s Quelling 
the Demons’ Revolt: A Novel from 
Ming China, translated by Patrick 
Hanan; Lu Xun’s Jottings under 
Lamplight and The City of Sand 
by Tianxia Bachang, a web novel 
translated by Jeremy Tiang.

Chinese web novels are gaining 
global popularity with sites 
like webnovel.com, an English-
language site where such works 
are published.

The Path Toward Heaven, by the 
online novelist Mao Ni, has been 
updated online both in Chinese 
and English.

11,133
copyrights 

China has sold for print books  and 
electronic products in 2016


