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It was important to follow in detail 
the messages sent out by China’s 
leaders, he said.

“It was a really interesting speech 
from a number of different angles. 
One of the interesting things about the 
speeches of the Chinese leaders that I 
have learned over time is that they’re 
actually worth reading. I know this 
sounds a bit of an odd thing to say, but 
in Western politics leaders often give 
speeches where frankly it is just sort 
of politics.”

In the interview in January, Mr 
Blair also said it was vital for the 
West to engage with China rather than 
resist it.

“The rise of China is the single biggest 
geopolitical change of the 21st century. 
There is virtually no problem in the 
world that can be resolved without 
China.”

Mr Blair has also called for Britain to 
hold a second referendum to give the 
British people the chance to reverse 
their decision in 2016 to leave the 
European Union.

“The country is perfectly entitled to 
change its mind once it sees what the 
terms of Brexit really are, and at the 
moment we don’t know what the terms 
are. We know that we voted to leave the 
European Union, but we don’t know 
what the port of destination is yet.”

Mr Blair said Britain quitting the 
EU will make it more difficult for the 
world’s second-largest economy to 
reach a new European trade treaty.

Negotiations have been going on for 
more than a decade to upgrade the 
1985 agreement, with market access 
to a number of sectors remaining an 
issue.

“From China’s perspective it will have 
lost a key ally in the European Union 

fighting protectionism in Europe. It 
will be better for China if Britain stays 
within Europe.”

He does not believe Britain can have 
a better trading relationship with China 
if it signs its own free trade deal after 
leaving the EU.

“Anything we want to do with China, 
we’re perfectly capable of doing inside 
of the European Union.”

Mr Blair said that negotiating a 
free-trade agreement with China after 
leaving the EU could prove difficult for 
the UK.

“Britain will have to negotiate this 
free-trade agreement over a period of 
years. I can’t see that it is going to be 
in a better position to negotiate with 
China on its own than with the whole 
of the European bloc behind it.”

When Britain’s International Trade 
Secretary Liam Fox visited Beijing on 
Jan 3, it was suggested Britain may seek 
to join the Trans-Pacific Partnership, the 
proposed new trading alliance, instead. 
The TPP’s members include Japan, one 
of Britain’s leading trading partners, 
and a number of Commonwealth 
countries.

“It’s a somewhat bizarre thing to 
think you are going to replace the 
trading relationship with Europe with 
one with the Pacific. But on the other 
hand, if Britain leaves the European 
Union it is going to be obviously 
looking for all the trading relationships 
it can get.”

Mr Bla i r  has  long-s tanding 
connections with China. He first 
visited the country in 1988 and was 
prime minister when Hong Kong was 
returned to China in 1997.

His focus is now on his institute, which 
works on governance, particularly in 
developing countries such as those in 
Africa, Middle East relations, counter-
extremism and setting a new centrist 
agenda for Western politics.

Blair: China to lose key ally
in anti-protectionism fight

Words take wing, 
and the world listens   

Chinese publishers are finding innovative ways to take the written word 
overseas — from discounts to translations. Mei Jia reports

The picture of a book cover 
with a giant panda on it 
is the main visual on the 
homepage of joybuy.com, 

JD’s global online shopping platform. 
The book, Story of Giant Panda, is by 
the so-called panda writer Tan Kai, and 
tells stories through the eyes of a mother 
panda and her baby.

The work is from the That’s China 
series, created by China Intercontinental 
Press and its partners to promote 
Chinese culture, literature and children’s 
books abroad.

From Jan 8 until mid-February the 
website offered 600 titles in English — 
new publications and former bestsellers 
— at discounted prices with free shipping.

Jing Xiaomin of China Intercontinental 
Press said: “Through this sale we wanted 
to give readers ways to discover China, 
understand traditional culture and gain 
travel tips. Selling China-themed books is 
not easy, so this was our attempt to boost 
the market.”

China Intercontinental Press is one of 
38 members of China Book International, 
a project that provides translation and 
marketing support to publishers to 
venture abroad.

Typically, publishers explore different 
paths to enter the global market, 
including joint companies or running 
joint editing teams.

By 2016 China Book International 
had backed 2,676 agreements with 603 
overseas publishers in 71 countries, to 
publish 2,973 titles that were translated 
into 47 languages.

Thanks to Liu Cixin’s success overseas 

with the Three Body trilogy — he won 
his sixth international award in Spain 
in November — more Chinese science 
fiction works are to be published abroad, 
China Educational Publications Import 
& Export Corp said.

In November Foreign Language Press 
published Chinese and English versions 
of Xi Jinping: The Governance of China 
Volume II. The book can also be bought 
on Amazon.

The new volume includes 99 of 
President Xi’s speeches, talks, interviews, 
instructions and correspondence in 17 
chapters, along with 29 photographs, 
covering three years from August 2014 
to September 2017. The combined global 
circulation of the two versions of the 
book had exceeded 10 million by Jan 12, 
China International Publishing Group 
said.

As Chinese works make their mark 

abroad, this is having an impact on the 
domestic publishing scene. In 2012 the 
ratio of total titles bought into China 
compared with the number sent overseas 
was 1.88 to 1, and in 2016  it was 1.55 to 1, 
China Book International said.

Chinese publishers are also going 
abroad more often now. In 2016, they 
went to more than 40 international book 
fairs, compared with about 20 in 2012.

Official data also show that in 2016 
China bought 17,252 copyrights for 
print books and electronic products 
from abroad, while selling 11,133. Its top 
trading partners were the United States, 
Britain and Germany.

Nicky Harman and Helen Wang of 
the Paper Republic, a website that serves 
translators and introduces Chinese 
writers to the English-speaking world, 
say that last year most Chinese works 
published in English were works by 
contemporary writers, poets, writers of 
classics and children’s books.

This information was put out in a list 
issued by the website, its sixth annual 
edition.

Among the works featured in the list 
are Jia Pingwa’s The Lantern Bearer, 
translated by Carlos Rojas; Lu Nei’s A 
Tree Grows in Daicheng, translated by 
Poppy Toland; Bei Dao’s City Gate, Open 
Up: A Memoir, translated by Jeffrey 
Yang; Ming Dynasty (1368-1644) author 
Luo Guanzhong’s Quelling the Demons’ 
Revolt: A Novel from Ming China, 
translated by Patrick Hanan; Lu Xun’s 
Jottings under Lamplight and The City 
of Sand by Tianxia Bachang, a web novel 
translated by Jeremy Tiang.

The homepage of a global online shopping site showcases best-selling Chinese 
titles in English. PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

The section is sponsored by China Minsheng Investment Group.

By LI YOU

Strong economic growth has 
helped to enhance people’s sense 
of happiness in China, said Prof 
Sir Angus Deaton, winner of  
the Nobel Prize in Economics 
in 2015.

The feeling of happiness by 
Chinese people experienced a 
remarkable increase during 
2006 to 2016, a period during 
which the Chinese economy 
reported significant growth, 
Prof Deaton said, delivering a 
keynote speech to the 2018 Sina 
and CMIG (China Minsheng 
Investment Group) Business 
Leaders Summit in Davos, 
Switzerland, on Jan 23.

“There is no evidence to show 
any conflict between economic 
growth and happiness. And 
indeed, quite the reverse.” 

Prof Deaton, whose research 
focuses on poverty, health, 
wel lbe ing and economic 
development, also said China’s 
rap id ly  growing  e lder ly 
population was having little 
impact on people’s feelings of 
happiness, a situation that is 
at variance with the way some 
experts see things.

Senior citizens in China 
have high savings rates, Prof 
Deaton said. Moreover, young 
people, who tend to have higher 
incomes than their parents, 
often provide financial support 
to them or even grandparents, 
which enables the elderly in 
China to live happy lives.

The Ministry of Civil Affairs 
estimates that China had more 
than 220 million people aged 
above 60 in 2015.

An effort had to be made to 

upgrade the current elderly care 
and welfare systems in China to 
provide better support for the 
elderly, the economist said.

Prof Deaton, who is also a 
member of the Global Advisory 
Council of China Minsheng 
Investment Group, said CMIG 
had achieved outstanding 
results in exploring new elderly 
care models in China. 

CMIG’s community-based 
care service model not only 
successfully expands its ageing 
care service network, but also 
allows senior people to enjoy life 
independently and happily, he 
said.

At the summit, Wang Hui, 
chairperson of CMIG Futurelife, 
explained CMIG’s business 
model to participants.

“Community is the place 
where most ordinary people 
spend most of the daytime,” 
Ms Wang said. “It is also the 

place which is tied closely to 
people’s daily lives, so it should 
be the main platform for them to 
upgrade their lifestyles.

“Moreover,  a long  wi th 
the consumption upgrade 
and business innovation in 
the community, the sense of 
happiness of residents can be 
directly improved.”

CMIG, a private investment 
company initiated by the All-
China Federation of Industry 
and Commerce, was founded in 
Shanghai in 2014 with 50 billion 
yuan (£5.59 billion) in registered 
capital.

CMIG Futurelife, a key player 
in the layout of CMIG’s elderly 
care business, has grown into 
one of the biggest community 
management and services 
companies in China, with nearly 
8.61 billion sq ft of residential 
and commercial property under 
its management.

Angus Deaton and Wang Hui share their opinions in Davos, 
Switzerland, on Jan 23.  PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

Economic growth, happiness go 
hand-in-hand, says Nobel laureate

By LI YOU

China’s determination to take 
on more responsibilities and 
contribute to more inclusive 
economic growth is a positive 
sign for companies both in China 
and worldwide, said Kevin E. Lee, 
executive vice-chairman of China 
Minsheng Investment Group. 

The country’s proposal at last 
year’s World Economic Forum in 
Davos, Switzerland, that called for a 
shared future for mankind, an open 
economy, globalisation and fighting 
protectionism and isolationism 
has been widely welcomed, and is 
turning into action. 

“In the past year, poverty 
reduction and environmental 
protection initiatives have gained 
tremendous progress in China,” Mr 
Lee said during this year’s forum, 
which opened on Jan 23.

At the event, China’s senior 
officials stressed again that the 
country stood firm against all 
forms of protectionism over the 
past year. 

China has strengthened 
protection of intellectual property 
rights, promoted fair competition, 
deepened the opening of financial 
markets and increased imports, 
according to China’s senior officials. 

China’s continuing progress 
on reform, economic openness 
and the Belt and Road Initiative 
demonstrates its determination 
to take on more responsibilities 
and contribute more to inclusive 
economic growth, Mr Lee said.

“For companies both in China 
and worldwide, this is a positive 
sign and means opportunities 
in a series of sectors in relation 
to the improvement of people’s 
livelihoods.”

As a foreigner living in China for 
many years, Mr Lee said he had 
witnessed the country’s economic 
rise, but also some “unbalanced 
development”.

“Bu t  now the  C h inese 
government has realised this issue.”

The country has begun to deal 
with the contradictions that had 
pitted unbalanced and inadequate 

development against people’s ever-
growing needs for better lives, he 
said, and an effort to deal with 
the contradictions provides “the 
biggest opportunity over the next 
decade or two”.

The value of business ethics and 
social responsibility was becoming 
more important in China, he said.

“At CMIG we’ve been practising 
the principal of responsible 
investment since our establishment 
in 2014, and focusing on emerging 
sectors closely tied to people’s 
livelihoods.

“Our rapid development and 
social recognition from both 
government and society are 
evidence of this trend.” 

Through bringing together 
private capital and investment, 
CMIG has grown into a company 
with a dozen subsidiaries in 
fields such as clean energy, green 
buildings, aviation and elderly 
healthcare.

It has also helped foreign 
partners,  such as the US 
reinsurance company Sirius 
and the Luxembourg private jet 
company Luxaviation, to expand 
their business in China. 

The world economy is expected 
to remain stable in 2018 and 2019 
following firm growth in 2017, and 
China’s growth momentum and the 
recovery in developed economies is 
restoring confidence, Mr Lee said.

“We should always bear in 
mind that the key to sustained 
growth, as it was proved by the 
Silk Road thousands of years ago, 
is openness and collaboration in 
global governance,” Mr Lee said.

Open China ‘positive’ for firms globally

An elderly service facility in Shanghai operated by CMIG Futurelife, one of CMIG’s dozen subsidiaries.  PHOTOS PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

Kevin E. Lee, executive vice-
chairman of CMIG

China Minsheng Investment Group special


