SECTION PROVIDED BY CHINA DAILY |

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2018

| DISTRIBUTED WITH THE DAILY TELEGRAPH

6 | Chengdu special

CHINA DAILY

Panda Rong Rong is your guide through this series of reports on Chengdu, which in this issue showcases the city’s development in
inbound investment. Multinationals flock to Chengdu to find business opportunities as the city has set a goal to become an open, worldclass metropolis. Rong Rong will show you the city’s booming commercial hubs, home to a range of top international brands. He will
also take you to famous local attractions for the joyful atmosphere of the Chinese New Year.

Metropolis striving to become
a hub for consumer services
By LI YOU

The Business & Innovation Centre for China-Europe Co-operation is a major hi-tech powerhouse in Chengdu, utilising resources from developed
countries in Europe. PHOTOS PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

CHENGDU BLAZES TRAILS IN
COUNTRY’S OPENING-UP

For those who have never been
to Chengdu, the city is just a city.
But for those who have visited or
live there, it has its own unique
kind of beauty, style and magic.
A city built 2,300 years ago,
but with evidence of human
habitation stretching back 4,500
years, Chengdu still shines in
today’s China as one of its leading
metropolises in terms of industry
and culture.
It stands at the crossroads
for people, trade and business
opportunities.
Sino-Ocean Taikoo Li Chengdu,
in downtown Chengdu, is a
major new retail-led mixed-use
development centre that has
attracted a swag of international
luxury brands and renowned
restaurants.
According to its official website,
the first flagship stores of the
fashion brands Cartier, Gucci,
Hermes and Tiffany in Southwest
China are all in Chengdu.
“In Chengdu, on one hand,
people’s lifestyle is relaxed. They
enjoy a slow pace of life,” said

Han Zhi, senior manager for
retail sales at Hong Kong-based
Swire Group, which is a 50-percent shareholder of Sino-Ocean
Taikoo Li Chengdu.
“On the other hand, Chengdu
is a fast-growing city even among
cities worldwide.”
Mr Han said Taikoo Li would
continue to introduce new
brands and business formats into
Chengdu’s market this year.
“We have focused on the
integration of the Eastern and
Western styles, the new and the
old,” he said, adding that it had
provided the opportunity for
global fashions and local culture
to communicate and commingle
there.
C h e n g d u In t e r n a t i o n a l
Finance Square, not far from
Taikoo Li, is another landmark
building in the city.
The centre has introduced
more than 600 brands, including
such famous international names
as Chanel, Dior, Fendi, Louis
Vuitton and Prada. More than 100
international frontline brands
chose Chengdu as their first port
of call to enter the markets of the

Southwest Chinese regions.
“I am a fan of Chengdu, for its
rich traditional culture, for its
metropolitan atmosphere,” said
a diplomat at the South Korean
consulate in Chengdu.
He recalled his experience
having dinner with his family at
Chengdu International Finance
Square, saying “it’s just like New
York City.”
On Jan 13, the local government
announced the goal to build
Chengdu into a world-class
central commercial city by 2022,
at a conference to guide the city’s
services industry going forwards.
A total of 11 key projects,
including Tianfu Jincheng,
Tianfu Centre and Tianfu
Olympic City, are set to meet the
diverse demands of customers.
To build itself into a highquality, harmonious and livable
city, Chengdu has decided to
promote the development of the
consumer services industry.
It has set itself the goal that
by 2022, the added value of the
consumer services industry in
Chengdu should hit a massive
500 billion yuan (£55.8 billion).

More multinationals invest and settle in the Sichuan provincial capital as it strives
to become a world-class new economy launch pad. Li You reports

E

leven major projects
were launched in the
C h e n g d u H i -Te c h
Industrial Development
Zone last month, bringing in a total
of 8.25 billion yuan (£921 million)
in fresh investment.
These projects, covering fields
such as integrated circuits, artificial
intelligence, robotics, big data,
precision healthcare and newenergy vehicles, were introduced
to boost the development of the
city’s new economy.
A major city in western China,
Chengdu has played a key
role as a hub in the country’s
opening-up and the Belt and
Road Initiative. Drawing on
its geographical advantages, it
has been blazing trails for more
international communications
and collaboration.
Consequently, a large number of
industrial leaders and institutions
had settled their projects in the
city by the beginning of 2018,
showcasing Chengdu’s appeal
for investors and potential for
development.
On Jan 9 the launch of the
China-UK Institute of Innovative
Quality Engineering and Smart
Technology was announced at
the Business & Innovation Centre
for China-Europe Co-operation, a
major industrial park in Chengdu,
to support the city’s strategy to
build itself into a world-class place
for scientific research.
The institute was founded
through the collaboration of
Brunel University London and
the National Physics Laboratory
in Britain, as well as the Chinese
company Sichuan Mingxin Energy
Group.
“The institute will support
Industry 4.0-based quality
engineering, provide
comprehensive solutions in the
field of intelligent systems and
serve corporate innovation, aiming
to improve the quality of products,
processes and services,” said Liu
Jing’an, the Chinese-nationality
president of the institute.
Industry 4.0 is a term for the
current trend of automation and
data exchange in manufacturing
technologies. It includes cyberphysical systems, the internet
of things, cloud computing and
cognitive computing.

The traditional-styled Sino-Ocean Taikoo Li Chengdu is a mixed-use development centre that has
attracted a large number of international luxury brands.

‘Coolest city’ has a lot to offer tourists
By LI YOU
The Jingrong Startup Hub in Chengdu has gathered a great number of innovative start-ups from China and
overseas.

The institute will support
Industry 4.0-based
quality engineering,
provide comprehensive
solutions in the field
of intelligent systems
and serve corporate
innovation, aiming to
improve the quality of
products, processes and
services.”
LIU JING’AN
CHINESE-NATIONALITY PRESIDENT OF
THE CHINA-UK INSTITUTE OF INNOVATIVE
QUALITY ENGINEERING AND SMART
TECHNOLOGY

The institute will focus on
research into sensing technology
and artificial intelligence systems
and put the research results
into practical applications. The
institute will help Chengdu set up
an innovation centre in London
for exchanges in the areas of
personnel, technology, products,
financing and marketing.
In addition, the institute will
help as Chengdu works with global
research institutions to try to set
up a scientist alliance to work on

the study of patent and intellectual
property development.
The institute has forged links
with Britain’s leading universities
and institutions. These include
the Alan Turing Institute, the
University of Oxford, the University
of Cambridge, the British
Standards Institution, the Institute
of Engineering and Technology as
well as the Welding Institute, Mr
Liu said.
The Business & Innovation Centre
for China-Europe Co-operation was
set up in the Chengdu hi-tech zone
last May. Since it was established
it has attracted institutions
and companies from European
countries such as Britain, France,
Germany and Italy.
Last month Chengdu hi-tech
zone announced it is working
with China Unicom Group, the
French communications service
provider Sigfox and the French
elderly healthcare services provider
SeniorAdom for a smart elderly
care project in the zone.
The three parties decided to
develop the Sino-French Chengdu
International Smart Elderly Care
Demonstration Community,
involving 300 million euros (£266
million) in investment.
The project was signed during
French President Emmanuel
Macron’s recent visit to China and

Chengdu hi-tech zone became the
first Chinese business partner of
Sigfox and SeniorAdom.
Chengdu is speeding up
efforts to achieve a new norm of
sustainable development and pave
the way for it to become a livable
city and a hub opening up to the
world.
Early last year Global Foundries,
the world’s second-biggest wafer
producer, launched its 12-in wafer
fabrication base in Chengdu with
an investment of more than £7
billion .
In October the US company
Medtronic, one of the world’s top
medical services and technology
corporations by size, announced it
would set up a medical innovation
centre in Chengdu, the third project
of the company with the city.
The car maker Volvo is now
building a plant in Chengdu for
the production of its new energy
vehicles.
Chengdu is home to the
operations of global companies
such as IBM, SAP, NEC, GE, Huawei,
Siemens, DHL and Tencent.
The city is said to have 24,396
hi-tech companies, 965 research
and development institutions and
31 unicorns — start-up companies
with market value of more than $1
billion (£706 million) — in various
industries.

Chengdu has become a tourist
destination favoured by the
international media in recent
years.
Last month Elite Daily, an
entertainment information
website in the United States,
published a list of the eight
“coolest cities to visit” this year,
and Chengdu was on the list.
Last year, National Geographic
Traveler magazine published the
21 best tourist cities in 2017, and
Chengdu was on that list, too.
On a 2017 World Tourism
Destination Index published by
the payment service provider
MasterCard, Chengdu ranked
second among 20 global cities in
terms of the growth of overnight
foreign tourists.
Thanks to its mild winters and
a sub-tropical climate, tourism
remains popular in Chengdu all
year round. And this will be clear
during the forthcoming Spring
Festival holiday.
For visitors and locals alike
there is a host of entertaining
activities to take part in during
the break.
The city’s spicy cuisine and hot
springs are a must-do for those
visiting the city, as well as getting
up close with pandas.
Also not to be missed are
Chengdu’s many folk customs,
ancient towns and opportunities
to ski in the mountains.
Full from a spicy feast, visitors

Foreign tourists take tea outside Wuhou Temple, experiencing a
slower pace of life in Chengdu.

can relax in the hot springs in
areas such as Huashuiwan and
Dujiangyan.
A visit to Chengdu is not
complete without watching
pandas in their natural
environment.
Walking in the ancient towns
of Huanglongxi, Luodai, Pingle,
Anren, Wufengxi, visitors can
enjoy the charms of the past sideby-side with modern luxury.
For those wanting to learn
more about folk customs, the
temple fair at Wuhou Temple, the
Chengdu panda lantern festival
and Jinsha sun festival are events
that visitors must go to.
With special goods for Spring
Festival, the shops on Chunxi
Road have already prepared
discount activities.

Chengdu will also hold a
series of dragon-lion dance
performances, along with various
music festivals for the first five
days of the Lunar New Year.
Foreign tourists can enjoy
a 72-hour visa-free transit in
Chengdu.
It is the first city in western
China that offers foreign tourists
tax rebates. These can reach
11 percent when goods worth
more than 500 yuan (£55.80)
are bought at the same duty-free
shop in a day.
Chengdu now has 104
international air routes, ranking
No 1 among cities in western
China. Chengdu Shuangliu
International Airport served 5.12
million overseas passengers last
year.

