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Eco initiatives help
to protect resources
By ZHAO SHIJUN

An idyllic village in Lhunze county, which features both a pristine environment and improved facilities, reflects the autonomous region’s efforts in
building a beautiful Tibet. PHOTOS PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

LOFTY TIBET HEADS FOR
NEW ECONOMIC HEIGHTS
Local residents also enjoy Shangri-la environment. Zhao Shijun reports

T

ibet has made
historic progress
in its economy
during the past five
years, said Qizhala,
chairman of the
Tibet autonomous region.
He made the remarks in
his government work report,
delivered on Jan. 24 during the
first session of the 11th People’s
Congress of the autonomous
region, which was held in Lhasa,
capital city of Tibet.
According to the report, Tibet
maintained an average annual
GDP growth of 10.8 percent
over the past five years, nearly
4 percentage points higher than
the nation’s average. The rate
has placed Tibet among the
country’s top three performers
in terms of GDP growth for five
consecutive years.
Qizhala said the local residents
are happy with their society
and environment, registering a
satisfaction rate of more than 99
percent in the past years.
Great progress has been made
in improving the environment,
with all of Tibet’s seven cities
and prefectures maintaining an
excellent rate in air quality for 95
percent of the year.
Qizhala said the next five years
will mark an important period for
China in realizing two centennial
goals: building a moderately
well-off society by 2021, when
the 100th anniversary of the
Communist Party of China
is celebrated, and building a
modern socialist country that is
prosperous, strong, democratic,
c u l t u ra l l y a d va n c e d a n d
harmonious by 2049, when the
100th anniversary of the People’s
Republic of China is celebrated.
The next five years are also
important for Tibet in terms

The newly elected leadership of the Tibet autonomous region’s government
meets the media.

of its sustained and balanced
development, Qizhala said.
Tibet will strengthen its
ex i st i n g a d va n t a ges a n d
overcome its disadvantages to
achieve healthy and high-quality
development, and he expects
Tibet to build an all-round welloff society by 2020.
To reach these goals, Qizhala
said in his report, Tibet should
implement strategies according
to the guidelines proposed by
the 19th National Congress of
the Communist Party of China
in October.
These encompass strategies
to boost local growth through
science and education, human
re s o u rc e s d e v e l o p m e n t ,
innovation, rural revitalization,
balanced regional growth and
sustainable development.

A crucial year

This year will be crucial for
Tibet’s efforts to build an allround well-off society, Qizhala
said.
He predicted that Tibet will
realize about 10 percent growth
in regional GDP and 18 percent

growth in fixed-asset investment,
and there will be 7 percent growth
in government revenues this year
compared with 2017.
Economic growth will
substantially boost the growth of
the incomes of residents this year.
Per capita disposable income
of urban residents is projected
to grow 10 percent from a year
ago, while per capita disposable
income of rural residents is
expected to increase 13 percent.
Qizhala added that the
government of Tibet should make
more efforts in macroeconomic
management, poverty alleviation
and environmental protection.
The focus of macroeconomic
management should be on
controlling financial risks and
strengthening the financial
industry’s capacity to serve the
real economy, he said.
He expected about 150,000
residents will leave poverty
behind them, and 2,100 villages
and 25 counties will shake off
their former status as being
impoverished.
Qizhala said more efforts
for environmental protection

will promote the use of clean
energies.
Tibet will continue to deepen
reforms this year and open up
more opportunities for investors
from home and abroad, he said.
The rural reform in 2018 will
focus on farms, grasslands
and forests, making sure that
operators of these properties
have more autonomy in their
management and operations.
This year’s State-owned
enterprises reform will highlight
mixed ownership reform, helping
the companies to operate
according to market rules.
Q i z h a l a sa i d t h e T i b e t
government will launch more
measures to encourage privatesector investment.
Investment facilitators will
include electronic platforms for
business registration and onestop services for enterprises,
as well as the launch of new
industrial parks for investment.
Improving the quality of life of
residents will continue to top the
government’s agenda, Qizhala
added.
Furthermore, there will be
greater investment in upgrading
local educational infrastructure
and services to ensure a steady
growth in school enrollment.
The chairman predicted that
enrollment rates for primary
schools could reach 99.8 percent
and for junior high schools 99.4
percent among school-age
children.
Tibet will further promote
medical care system reform, to
make sure that more residents
will be covered.
Qizhala added that this year
the government will carry
out projects to improve the
environment and infrastructure
of 290 villages in border areas.

Dawa, a Communist Party
of China official in Manling
county, said he is a witness to
the steady improvement of
the environment in his home
village.
“I can sense the increasing
awareness of environmental
protection among the villagers.
It’s now common practice for
people to plant trees near their
residences,” said Dawa, who is
also a deputy to the first session
of the 11th People’s Congress of
the Tibet autonomous region.
Environmental protection has
become a part of their everyday
lives, he said.
Chongling village, where
Dawa lives, is surrounded by
dense forests and features the
unique culture of the Lhoba
ethnic group.
“Nobody used to think the
mountains, trees or grass could
bring us revenue. But now we
cherish them as our most
valuable assets,” Dawa said.
The positive change in
Chongling village is an example
of the growing awareness of
environmental protection
among people across the entire
autonomous region.
In recent years governments
at all levels in Tibet have made
great efforts in improving the
environment and ecology,
resulting in better air quality,
i n c re a s i n g c ove ra ge o f
forests and grasslands, and
effective control of all kinds
of pollution.
In Nyingchi city, the local
government has carried
out a number of ecological
restoration projects, said Ma
Shenchang, Party chief of the
city and deputy to the first
session of the 11th People’s
Congress of Tibet.
“Our recent efforts include
better protection of natural
fo re s t s a n d c o n ve r t i n g
farmlands back into forests and
grassland,” Ma said.

The city has planted more
than 293 square miles of trees.
As a result Nyingchi’s forest
area now covers about 25,000
square miles, raising its forest
coverage to 47.6 percent.
“We will add another 16
square miles of trees in the next
few years as part of our efforts
to build a beautiful Tibet.”
Called the “roof of the world,”
Ngari prefecture has the highest
average altitude in Tibet.
P h u n tso, h ea d of t h e
p re fe c t u re gove r n m e n t
and a deputy to the current
People’s Congress of Tibet,
said ecological protection is
especially important in Ngari
because of its vulnerable
ecosystem.
The prefecture planted
around 1 square mile of trees
last year and put a sewage
treatment plant into operation
in Shiquanhe, the main town of
Ngari prefecture, Phuntso said.
He added that the
prefecture has outlined plans
for protecting Changtang,
the highest-altitude national
nature reserve in China, as well
as other natural parks.
Tanpa Choisang, a congress
deputy and deputy chief of
Tibet Environmental Protection
Bureau, said the autonomous
region’s efforts in ecological
restoration are beneficial not
only for the environment but
also for helping farmers to
increase their incomes.
“The protection of rivers,
lakes, forests and wetlands
can help to better develop
ecotourism, agriculture,
forestry and animal husbandry,”
Tanpa Choisang said.
A compensation system for
reconverting farmlands into
forested areas can top up the
annual income of each farmer
by about 1,000 yuan ($156),
Tanpa Choisang said. Farmers
can also earn additional income
by taking on jobs as forest and
park rangers, for example, he
said.

A cattle herders’ village near the renowned holy lake of Namtso.
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Tourism that features local culture is now an important avenue for
Tibetan farmers to increase their incomes.

National strategy sows the seeds of growth for region’s agriculture
By ZHAO SHIJUN
From the farms in Lhokha to the
vast wild grasslands of Changtang,
Tibetan people are expecting great
benefits from the rural revitalization
strategy, deputies the first session of
the 11th People’s Congress of the Tibet
autonomous region said.
The strategy was presented at
the 19th National Congress of the
Communist Party of China, which was
held in Beijing in October, and since then
Tibet has taken steps to implement it.
The government work report delivered
by Qizhala, chairman of the Tibet
autonomous region, during the People’s
Congress of Tibet, proposed major steps
for implementing the strategy.
These included boosting the
rural economy through agricultural
modernization, helping farmers to
increase income by developing rural
tourism, eco-friendly farming and

An agricultural expert teaches farmers in Panam county technologies for increasing
output of highland barley. Yields of the grain in Tibet reached a historical high in 2017
thanks to the use of modern techniques. DAQIONG / CHINA DAILY

border trade and improving the rural
environment.
Pasang Nyoidrub, a congress deputy
and head of the government of Tsomai

county, expressed his agreement with
the report and cited examples from his
county.
In Tsomai there are a number of

unique products that can help to boost
the county’s economy and to increase
farmers’ incomes, including the local
black highland barley, yaks and sheep.
“Our strategy is to promote rural
reforms to better utilize our advantages,”
Pasang Nyoidrub said. “The focus
of the reforms is to encourage the
development of larger agricultural firms
and cooperatives.
“We are trying to increase farmers’
autonomy over their land, making
it easier for land use rights transfer,
which is the prerequisite for larger-scale
operations.”
Other efforts the county will make
include increasing investment in building
rural facilities and improving the quality
of services of rural officials.
Sodnam Dorje, congress deputy and
government head of Chonggyai county,
said growing the rural economy should
always be a priority of the local agenda.
“Great changes have already taken

place in the county’s main town, but rural
areas still lag far behind,” Sodnam Dorje
said. “That’s why we should contribute
more efforts to rural development.”
Having a good plan is the most
important part of the rural revitalization,
he said.
“The plan is for the farmers, therefore
it should be made by taking into account
the opinions of the farmers.”
Tseyang Lhamo, head of an agricultural
cooperative in Kharub district, Chamdo
city, is a member of the current Tibet
committee of the Chinese People’s
Political Consultative Committee. She
attended the CPPCC congress, which
was held alongside the first session of
the 11th People’s Congress.
She said agricultural cooperatives in
rural Tibet should play an important role
in helping farmers to get rich by teaching
them new techniques, introducing
new technologies and offering better
marketing channels for their products.

