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A resident (left) of Hetaoba village, Meitan county, Guizhou province, teaches people from a nearby village how to pick tea. YANG WENBIN / XINHUA

Tea cultivation brews
rich lives for villagers
POWER TRADERS
SMALL COMPANIES MAKE
MARK AROUND GLOBE , P5

Fossils confirmed
as those of new
species of dinosaur
By ANGUS MCNEICE
B r i t i s h a n d C h i n ese
researchers have confirmed
that fossils found in China are
from an entirely new species
of dinosaur that belonged
to the same family as the
extinct giants diplodocus and
brontosaurus.
The fossils were discovered by a farmer in Lingwu,
Ningxia Hui autonomous
region, in 2004. Since then,
an excavation led by Xu Xing,
a paleontologist with the Chinese Academy of Sciences,
has turned up whole or partial skeletons from between
seven and 10 individual dinosaurs.
Xu and researchers at
University College London
and Imperial College Lon-

don have published the first
comprehensive study of the
fossils in the journal Nature,
confirming the dinosaur to be
a new species and the earliest example of a diplodocoid
dinosaur ever found.
Several distinctive skeletal
characteristics provide evidence that the extinct animal
belonged to the diplodocoid
family, a group of sauropods
that include the gigantic,
25-metre-long diplodocus.
Xu named the dinosaur
Lingwulong shenqi
(meaning Lingwu
amazing dragon)
after the town where
they were discovered.
SEE “FIND” ON P2

An artist’s impression of what Lingwulong shenqi, the “amazing dragon”,
probably looked like. PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

The growth of the industry and related tourism has greatly improved
residents’ living standards. Liu Xiangrui and Yang Jun report

T

he fragrance of fresh tea
fills the air on the streets
of Hetaoba, a village in
Meitan county, Guizhou
province. While this is an unusual
season for picking in most tea-cultivation areas, the climate in Hetaoba
allows three harvests every year, so
the villagers are busy with their summer tea collection.
After nearly 50 years of development, the tiny green leaves have not
only become Hetaoba’s calling card,
but also a magic wand for the village
and the surrounding area to shake
off poverty.
Several factors have contributed
to the continued growth of Hetaoba’s tea industry, says Liao Jianghong, deputy director of the office
of the tea industry in Meitan.
Among them, the area’s natural
advantages, such as high altitude,
daily temperature swings and special soil, allow the production of
quality tea.

Chen Tingming, Party chief of the
Hetaoba village committee, says the
village was once notoriously poor
and the residents depended on traditional crops such as corn as well
as animal husbandry for their livelihoods. A large proportion of what
are now tea fields was barren land,
and the village lacked arable land
and there was little water for irrigation.
“There were no tea bushes, either,”
says Chen, adding that tea cultivation started in the 1970s as a result
of reforms led by He Dianlun, the
former Party chief of Hetaoba.
To help the villagers eradicate
poverty, He initiated changes and
introduced quality seedlings from
the provincial Tea Research Institute
in Meitan, which has a long history
of growing green tea. He also invited
researchers to teach the villagers
management skills.
“At first the villagers were against
the idea because they were worried

about the tea market,” Chen says.
However, residents gradually
recognised the benefits of growing
tea, and the area under cultivation
expanded year by year.
About 700 hectares are now
under cultivation, and almost every
family in the village grows tea, runs a
tea factory or a tea shop, and many
have their own brands, Chen says.
In 2016 the tea industry generated
income of 224 million yuan ($44
million) for the village which has a
population of 3,800, he says.
In recent decades Hetaoba’s tea
industry has been transformed from
family-based manual workshops in
the 1990s to the current industrial
chain, including large factories and
professional distribution. Processing and cultivation have also been
improved by modern techniques.
This year the village has expanded
its product line to include black tea.
SEE “CULTIVATION” ON P4

Will that be with a robot or neat?
By ALYWIN CHEW
Located in the basement of the K11
Art Mall in downtown Shanghai is
Ratio, a new pop-up store that operates as a cafe by day and cocktail bar
by night.
Automation is the name of the
game here. For instance, customers
gain access to a digital menu after
scanning QR codes found on the
tables. Apart from a comprehensive
selection of drinks, they can also customise their orders.
A regular latte at Ratio costs 28
yuan ($5.50). Those who prefer a
stronger cup of coffee can opt for a
double or triple shot for just 1 yuan
more, a practice that few cafes in
Shanghai adopt.
“We see ourselves as the Tesla of

retail — five-star service at three-star
prices,” Gavin Pathross, the founder
of Ratio, says, referring to the multinational automaker in the United
States.
In terms of cocktails, customers
can also choose how many shots of
alcohol they want in their drinks and
the specific combination of liquors.
The starting price for a customised
cocktail is about 60 yuan, cheaper
than that for similar drinks at highend bars in the city.
But Ratio’s crowning glory is something far more tangible. It is also what
makes this place the first of its kind
in China.
Here, customers will not find baristas or mixologists preparing the
drinks.
A solitary Italian-made robotic

arm does the job, spinning around
its enclosure where different cups,
espresso machines and liquors are
located within its perfectly tuned
grasp.
Ratio’s employees, all of whom are
trained mixologists or baristas, perform a similar role to sommeliers,
making recommendations to customers.
Most customers are fascinated
as they watch the $US30,000
($40,000) robot go about performing its tasks with precision. But while
the guile of the robotic arm has left
them mesmerised, it has also raised
questions about the growing prevalence of automation in the workplace
and how it will affect people.
SEE “DRINKS” ON P5

CHINA WATCH, published by CHINA DAILY, brings you informative and diverse stories about contemporary China’s dynamic development. See more at www.chinadaily.com.cn.

